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• Living lab for tests in real life sea conditions
• Partners:

• Funding: ERDF, Flemish Government, Province West 
Flanders





Blue 
Accelerator



• 500m off the coast of Ostend
• Target users

knowledge institutions
businesses (SMEs, large industries)
 both Belgian and worldwide

• Multifunctional
wave energy
corrosion
abrasion and erosion
marine growth
meteo
drones
…

• Exploitation
under preparation
open, equal access
clear user fee
15 year operation

Blue Accelerator
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mean = 80.2 cm
max (5y) = 6.62 m
period = 2.7 – 4.8 s

currents = 0.15 – 0.9 m/s
max (5y) = 1.87 m/s 

mean = 6.1 m/s
max (1y) = 23 m/s



Chain of test facilities in a blue growth hub



GreenBridge

• Incubator
• Focus blue growth



Flanders Maritime Laboratory

• New onshore test 
infrastructure

• At Ostend Science
Park/GreenBridge

• Operational: 2020 -2021



Ostend Science Park

• Science park: 
• R&D intensive and innovative

products and services in blue 
economy

• Bridge between companies and
knowledge institutions

• Reconfirmation of Ostend as 
hightech hub in blue economy

• Initiative POM West Flanders, 
University of Ghent and Port of 
Ostend
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